Abstract. The purpose of this annotated chronology is to help provide a framework for research into the history of the first five years of the AIDS epidemic in Canada but especially as it unfolded in Toronto, Canada. The chronological entries can be used to identify the order and relationship of particular themes, while the sources listed in the chronology can be used as points of reference for further investigations. This chronology is primarily derived from reports in key newspapers based in the Toronto region. Each chronological entry lists the sources which reported on the particular event.
INTRODUCTION
It has been over 20 years since the advent of AIDS in North America. The first American cases were reported in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report in early June 1981. 1 Although the first Canadian case was reported nine months later in March 1982, 2 epidemiologically AIDS in Canada seems to have lagged approximately two years behind that in the United States during the early years. 3 One could argue that even (or perhaps especially) in the early days there was always a general recognition among the affected communities of the historical significance of the epidemic and the responses through activism and community organizing-that these years were experienced as "history in the making." It seems incongruous then that even after more than 20 years so little has been written on the history of AIDS in Canada. 4 The purpose of this annotated chronology is to help provide a framework for research into the early days of the epidemic in Canada, especially as events unfolded in the city of Toronto. The chronological entries can be used to identify the order and relationship of particular themes (for instance, the response from the gay community, issues concerning the blood supply, public hysteria, and media coverage), while the sources listed in the chronology can be used as points of reference for further investigations. This chronology is derived from reports in key newspapers based in the Toronto region (primarily the Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail, the Toronto Sun, and the gay and lesbian monthly the Body Politic 5 ). Each chronological entry lists the sources that reported on the particular event. There are doubtless significant events in this history, which went entirely unreported at the time, but these are not reflected in this project. The chronology is derived primarily from the reporting of mainstream primary sources.
This chronology is not national in scope. The intention is to cover the events as they were experienced and reported in Toronto. This was simply a practical consideration; a great many more resources would have to be consulted to create a national framework. The chronology is not, however, restricted to events that occurred in or are relevant only to Toronto. Most of the provincial governmental responses to the epidemic occurred in Toronto, and as one of the major urban centres in Canada many of the developments in the city had impacts far beyond its boundaries. Likewise, reports of key events elsewhere in Canada (and beyond) have been included as part of the context of what was happening in Toronto. For instance, the simultaneous appearance of cases in other Canadian urban centres such as Montreal, Vancouver, and Windsor have been included, as have major international events such as the discovery in the United States and France of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and the announcement of Rock Hudson's illness. The emphasis of this history is also on the political and social impacts of the early years of AIDS. Scientific and epidemiological developments have only been selectively included.
November 1982
AIDS is discussed at the First National Conference on Sexually Transmitted Diseases held at the Prince Hotel in Toronto. Dr. Marc Steben notes that gay men are passing information amongst themselves, and suggests that while the cause of AIDS is unknown, poppers, promiscuity and specific sexual acts need to be considered as candidates. Of 14 reported Canadian AIDS cases, 10 people have died. None survived more than 20 months from the onset of symptoms. Eleven cases have been found in Montreal, and one each in Vancouver, Windsor and Toronto. Four more cases are suspected. (26 November 1982, Toronto Star Newbery C21)
Two seminal articles appear in the Body Politic. Michael Lynch publishes "Living with Kaposi's" in which he profiles gay men in New York living with Kaposi's Sarcoma and the community's eager but ill-advised embrace of the medical community and discourses of pathology. He calls for a specifically gay response to AIDS. This article is accompanied by a shorter piece by Bill Lewis entitled "The real gay epidemic: panic and paranoia." (November 1982, Body Politic 31-37; 38-40) Dr. Mary Fanning, a specialist from Toronto General Hospital. They will consider whether to set up special clinics to deal with AIDS, and how to communicate information to the professionals and the public. Dr. Fanning also says the Ministry of Health is proposing that AIDS be included on the list of diseases that must be reported by law.( 1 July 1983, Globe and Mail Hollobon 5; 26 July 1983, Globe and Mail 6 Editorial)
July 1983
Michael Lynch writes a letter to the Toronto Star criticizing Larry Grossman for omitting from the Ontario Advisory Committee any representation of the population most directly affected from AIDS-gay men. (7 July 1983, Globe and Mail 7)
Article explores how new areas of law have been charted as gay men have had to use the courts to hold on to their jobs in response to AIDS discrimination. (18 July 1983, Toronto Star A8)
At a press conference at the Toronto City Hall, the formation of the AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) is announced. Bill Mindell (Toronto's Public Health Department), Roslyn Herst (Canadian Red Cross), Peter Evans (first public Canadian with AIDS), and members of ACT are present. The initial funding of $62,400 will come from the Canada-Ontario employment. ACT has already raised $8000 of the $9290 that they must raise under the employment program. Three full-time employees will carry out a community education project. 
September 1983
City of Toronto Department of Public Health poster "Are you playing the numbers game?" advises gay men to use condoms and reduce number of sexual partners.
Bill Mole announces his intention to complete a fundraising walk from Montreal to Toronto to raise money for AIDS. (1 September 1983, Toronto Sun 30)
Research suggests heterosexuals are also at risk for AIDS after an IV drug user infects his wife through sexual intercourse. (9 September 1983, Toronto Sun 76)
Councillor Tony O'Donohue, a member of the Toronto's health board, recommends that Sandy Macpherson, the Medical Officer of Health, report on the disposal of all diseased blood samples and tissue. O'Donohue worries that AIDS may be transmitted from the hospital into the water/sewer system. He also suggests that standards for waste disposal for funeral homes be revised (they were created in 1899 
29-30 March 1985
The AIDS Committee of Toronto hosts a weekend public forum at the University of Toronto. Jim Black, health professionals, and members of ACT provide information about AIDS to defuse public panic. 
July 1985
The Laboratory Centre for Disease control announces the addition of a new group to the list of groups deemed to be at a high risk for AIDS. Heterosexual partners of people in a high-risk category (e.g., partners of hemophiliacs, female prostitutes exposed to bisexual men, etc.) are now also considered to be in this category. (9 July 1985, Globe and Mail Lipovenko 14)
The Toronto Star publishes an article that raises the alarm about AIDS by suggesting that we are on the cusp of a national plague since AIDS has spread to the "general population." (14 July 1985, Toronto Star Greene D7) 
September 1985
Provincial and territorial health ministers meet in Toronto to discuss health policy issues. Much of the discussion focuses on coordinating AIDS policies across the country, such as disease reporting and patient confidentiality.
At a national meeting in Toronto of provincial and territorial health ministers, Ontario Health Minister Murray Elston announces $300,000 in funding for AIDS education and support projects. To establish the Ontario AIDS Public Education Advisory Panel, $200,000 will be used, which will identify the educational needs of the public, and to develop information for doctors and health workers. The other $100,000 has been earmarked for the AIDS Committee of Toronto (less than half the requested funds). The panel will include representatives from the AIDS Committee of Toronto, the City of Toronto, the The Canadian Red Cross begins a national blood-screening program, which will test all donated blood for antibodies to the AIDS virus. Positive tests will be referred to the donor's doctor and will be confidential. In a letter the Chair of the Ontario Human Rights Commission, Borden Purcell, suggests that AIDS should be defined as a "handicap" and people with AIDS should be protected from discrimination.
November 1985
The AIDS Committee of Toronto, the Body Politic, the Canadian Civil Liberties Association and the Right to Privacy Committee hold a press conference to protest against blood screening by insurance companies. Activists argue that the test is not specific enough to provide the basis for denying insurance coverage. 
January 1986
Two fact sheets on AIDS are produced by the Ontario Public Education Panel on AIDS, one for parents and teachers, and one for the general public. Of these fact sheets 500,000 are being printed. (10 January 1986, Globe and Mail A12)
The AIDS Committee of Toronto holds a press conference to announce plans for North America's first AIDS hospice, later to be known as Casey House. The hospice will hold ten beds and is projected to cost $750,000. At a professional conference dentists are advised that refusing to treat a patient they suspect of having AIDS is considered neglect. Dentists are trained in using protective masks, gloves and goggles to prevent the transmission of the AIDS virus and hepatitis B. 
April 1986
The Ontario division of the Canadian Bar Association releases a report on legal aspects of the reporting and treatment of AIDS victims. The report argues that compulsory testing should not be a condition of employment, and employers, school boards and school principals are not entitled to information whether someone has AIDS. The report does recommend that doctors report to the Medical Officer of Health anyone they think may expose the public to infection. 
September 1986
An inmate at Millbrook with HIV will be kept in isolation for his one-year sentence after the guards' union files a grievance about workplace safety. 
October 1986
Ontario's Provincial Advisory Committee on AIDS advises health units that it is not feasible to trace a large number of anonymous contacts among homosexual or bisexual men, but says it is essential to trace contacts in cases of tainted blood transfusions. (15 March 1987, Toronto Star Newbery B1, B4)
The Toronto People with AIDS (PWA) Foundation is established.
It is announced that the first Canadian tests of AZT are to begin in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. In the federally funded clinical trial, 100 Canadians will participate. (2 October 1986, Toronto Star Newbery A13; 3 October 1986, Globe and Mail A3)
According to an Ontario Ministry of Health memo, the identities of teachers and students with AIDS will remain confidential. 
Responding to pressure to make AZT available, the AIDS Centre of the LCDC states that it will not make AZT available to all patients until the
December 1986
Murray Elston announces that he has extended the mandate of the Public Education Panel on AIDS for another two years. Since September 1985 the panel has produced fact sheets on AIDS, developed three audiovisual programs and set up a speaker referral bureau with 200 members across the province. (24 December 1986, Toronto Star A14)
-29 December 1986
Customs seizes safer sex material that depicts anal sex. The resulting outcry leads customs to reverse its decision and make an exception for descriptions and depictions of anal sex in AIDS educational material. 
